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see, Gene's problem was that he was a New York City Negro,
and had been for years. Years of being a Negro were beginning
to tell on him. We do-gooders had put him in charge of a
project with the city, to build low-cost housing, and Gene was
doing some of the best things he'd ever done in his life. Gene
was Gene." "For example?" "For example, let's see, a couple of
weeks ago, someone was moving into Gene's new tenement
building and we had Gene out putting some more garbage out
and collecting some extra cans, and this poor soul needed to get
something out of his car, and Gene just—well, you know how
black men are. It was the sort of day when you've got to make
something happen. So Gene steps up to the car with this open-
handed way of his and says, 'Whoa, ain't you a lookin' good,
lady'—he says something to that effect, I think—'like you just
been to a hairdresser and got all that beautiful hair dyed!' Only
she didn't have a hairdresser, she was a teacher, and had done
all her own hair and was just in a dress, and meek and
somewhat embarrassed as Gene's company is, she said
something like, 'Oh, no, I'm just doing my eyebrows.' And then
Gene came back from the next can that he had to get. But I saw
something there, and I said, 'Wait, wait,' and he stopped. And I
said, 'Gene, who was she, who was that woman?' And Gene
said, 'I don't know, son. I just felt good.' He said it just came to
him, the best thing he'd done for a long time. Well, I could see
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that something was going to come of it, but he said that if he got
it wrong he'd be the laughingstock of all the do-gooders, and
they're such hardheaded people that he couldn't bring himself to
make an ass of himself. So I said, 'Go for it, Gene.' And I went
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